
spite my judgment, I could hardly refuse to
participate. Four days, however, after the
amputation, numbness, and, afterwards, se-
vere pain were felt on right side, both below
and above the knee, which continued till
death, two days afterwards.
At the autopsy, the right external iliac

artery was found plugged by a recent fibri-
nous clot ; and upon the left side, the femo-
ral artery and some of the arteries below
the knee, were filled with old fibrin, discol-
ored by blood. The cœliac artery was com-

pletely closed by old fibrin, the clot project-
ing slightly into the cavity of the vessel
and having a ragged look, as if a " prolong-
ed thrombus," as Virchow calls it, had been
broken off. Rather more than an inch
above this was a second old clot, half an
inch long, and less than two lines in width.
This last was attached by one extremity,
and hung off into the cavity of the aorta,
but no vessel could be seen from which it had
protruded. The aorta generally was very
much diseased.

Case II.—A peculiar form of Uterine
Polypus.—The patient is a widow, aged44, who has had several children, and who,
for three years, had had a constant, but not
profuse discharge of mucus and blood, with
pain in the back, bearing down, &c. She
became quite anajmic, and had been treated
by various physicians for prolapsus. On
making a digital examination, I found the
tumor at tho vulvar orifice ; the finger en-
tered an opening similar to, and for an
instant I supposed it the os of a prolapsed
uterus ; but at once ascertaining the true
character of the tumor, it was removed,
with the éeraseur, from its attachment to
the upper part of the cervix. Eelief was
complete ; the uterus, which had been
dragged down from its normal position,
was restored. The patient, during the
year and a half which has elapsed, has been
quite well and free from all uterine symp-
toms ; and, from being weak, anœmic, and
almost hydropic, has become robust and
rosy.
On rather extensive literary research, I

find no mention of any polypus at all like
this, except in Scanzoni's book " On Dis-
eases of Female Sexual Organs " (Frenchtranslation by Dor and Socin, Paris, Bail-
lière et Fils, 1858), where just such a case
is recorded in the following words :—
"A cette occasion, nous voulons men-

tionner un cas où la surface inférieure d'un
polype utérin présentait une particularité
que nous n'avons observé qu'une seule fois,
et dont nous n'avons nulle part trouvé une

description. Dans ce cas, l'organization

primitive des fibres de la tumeur formait
une fente resemblant tellement à l'orifice
utérin, qu'au premier abord nous pûmes
prendre le polype pour l'utérus hypertro-
phié et descendu assez profondément dans
le bassin. Mais, dans ce cas aussi " (re-
ferring to cases, mentioned in a previous
sentence, of ulcerated polypi simulating
diseased os uteri), "la présence du veri-
table orifice entourant le pedicle de la tu-
meur ne lassa aucun doute quant au diag-
nostique."
The polypus is two inches in length,

one and one fourth inch across its free ex-

tremity, and one fourth inch pedicle. Form,
not unlike a fig. The most remarkable pe-
culiarity, and that which constitutes it as

belonging to a very rare variety of polypus,
is the existence of three or four cavities
opening largely upon the free extremity,
and of which two intercommunicate, though
the others are separate ; these cavities re-

sulting from the formation of the polypus,
and not from disease. In the recent state,
it was as large as a goose egg, of a very
deep and rich red color, or rather be-
tween crimson and purple, soft to tho feel,
and thickly covered with a very viscid mu-
cus. Its form, in the recent state, was pre-
cisely similar to that of many small sponges ;
and the cavities and canals, and the man-
ner in which they intercommunicated and
ran up towards the pedicle, found also a

very exact analogue in the same objects.

POISONING BY CROTON OIL.
Mr. Editor,—There having lately occurred
in my practice a somewhat unusual case of
poisoning, 1 determined to give you the
outlines of it.
Mrs. M. B., of London, Eng., residing

in this city for the last year, three years mar-
ried, has had two children,one atsix months;
the second full time, stillborn, which was

during the later months of last fall. She
had enjoyed, up to this period, very good
health, never being especially strong or

robust, yet considered that she was quite
as vigorous as the average of persons.-
After this latter birth, she commenced

having many peculiar sensations, which I
give as she reported them to me (not hav-
ing attended her then) ; viz., giddiness,
faintness, an indescribable feeling occasion-
ally about the head, things seeming unreal
and perplexing to her, a want of concen-
tration in her thoughts, as she says, as

though impossible to finish anything, rest-
less and unsettled. These feelings would
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all bo exaggerated upon first waking up in
the morning, after sleep very much disturb-
ed. There was also a sensation as of a

weight constantly pressing upon lier thorax.
March 26th, at noon, I was called by her

husband to sec her, he stating that she had
swallowed a quantity of crotón oil about a
half hour previous ; and on the way he
gave me substantially the same history ofher as above, which she, on questioning,
verified.
I found her lying upon a couch ; eyes

quitebright,pcculiarattimes; no complaintsof trouble whatever ; skin cool, clammy ;
pulse 108, very feeble ; respiration slow
and powerless ; burning sensation in mouth
and pharynx ; no pain or tenderness upon
pressure ; bowels had been moved during
morning. I gave her mustard in warm
water to drink, and irritated the fauces with
a feather, bringing on vomiting. In the
matter vomited, which was quite clear, the
oil could be distinctly seen floating over
the surface ; and as a result of my tastingit from the tip of my finger merely touched
to it, I was purged frequently and severely.In about an hour and a half, her bowels
were opened freely, and at intervals for the
ensuing thirty hours, in all some thirteen
movements. I gave her milk and thin corn-
starch, as freely as she would take it, with
a teaspoonful of pure glycerine every two
hours.
There were no symptoms of inflammation,

and to quiet the nervous system I used
bromide of potassium in twenty-grain doses.
Recovery was quite rapid, as in two days
she said she felt better and rested easier
{hiring the night than she had for months.
The quantity of crotón oil taken was in

the neighborhood of one ounce. Being a
boarder in the house, merely, and having
nothing of the kind in her own room, she
had, in one of her bad turns, gone into an-
other person's room, and, seeing this bot-
tle, a two-ounce one, which was labelled
plainly, crotón oil—poison, deliberatelyswallowed the contents, and then went
down stairs and told the family what she
had done.

On recovery, I advised her removal to an

asylum, and she is now in the insane asy-lum near this city.I should have said, when enumeratingher nervous peculiarities, that she told me
her life very frequently seemed a burden
to her. J. L. Bunting, M.D.

St. John, N.B., April 3, 1808.

UTERINE SCARIFICATOR.
Mr. Editor,—I desire to call the attention
of your readers to the improved form of
uterine searificator herewith figured. The
instrument is a modification ofMiller's, dif-
fering from it in the following important
particulars :—

1. The slit in the tube (A, fig. 1) does
not extend the whole length, but is partial.
In this way increased strength is secured.

2. A little piece (b) screws
into the end of the tube. When
this is removed, the knife can
be thrust directly out, as in
figure 2.

3. The knife (C) unscrewed
from its staff (D), so that the
whole can be withdrawn from
the tube without dulling the
blade.
The mechanism of the instru-

ment can be easily understood,
without further explanation,
by an inspection of the cut.
Its advantages are, that it

can be used for puncturing,and for scarifying the margins
of the os externum, as well as
for scarifying the interior of
the uterus ; that it is easily
cleaned, and possesses consi-
derable stiffness, a quality lack-
ing in all other forms which I
have seen.
A little wire piston, tippedwith rubber, is necessary for

cleaning the tube, and for hold-
ing the knife-blade while its staff is being
screwed on.
The instrument is manufactured by Leach

& Greene, of your city, and may be obtain-
ed of them for a moderate price.

Yours truly, J. G. Pinkham.
Lynn, May 14, 1868.,

CASES OF NEURALGIA TREATED BY
ELECTRICITY.

By Alponso D. Rockwell, M.D., of New York, andGeo. M. Beard, Lecturer in the Universityof New York.
The majority of pathologists have divided
neuralgia into two great classes—1st. Those
that are due to some organic lesion, of
which they are a sympathetic expression.
2d. Those which are dependent on a more
or less grave lesion, involving some nerve

branch, or compressing or irritating them.
Whether the neuralgia be due to malarial
influence, to chlorosis, rheumatism, or to
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